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The Promise of Community Action
Community Action changes 
people’s lives, embodies the spirit 
of hope, improves communities, 
and makes America a better place 
to live. We care about the entire 
community, and we are dedicated 
to helping people help themselves 
and each other.
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State of Poverty Report
Exploring the results of our 2021 Comprehensive 
Community Needs Assessment
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Who We Serve

Biggest Barrier
“I’m a single parent and I have two children with special 
needs. I’m not working, and my biggest need is childcare. 
And not just any childcare, but one that understands.”

Relationship to Community
“Because of what’s going on in my area – it’s like I’m 
almost scared to come out of my house at times. I hear 
things happening in my area. So, I’m fearful.”

My Hope
“I want to see more affordable programs for the youth. 
From as soon as they’re walking through high school.” 



Poverty in Cook County

14.4%
Cook County 
Poverty Rate

1 in 10
people live in 

poverty

https://www.census.gov/



Demographics of Poverty

1 in 5
Children live 

in poverty

26.9%
Single female-

headed households 
are low-income

48%
Black and Hispanic 
individuals live in 

poverty



Top Challenges, Needs, and Worries

1. Paying utility bills
2. Building credit
3. Paying for car repairs

1. Financial Issues
2. Housing
3. Employment

1. Crime & Safety
2. Income & Finances
3. Bills

Challenges Needs Worries



The Pandemic & Employment

A lot of people will say, “Why 
don’t you just go back to work?” 
Not everybody has that option. 
I’m almost 50. For a lot of these 
jobs, they want someone young 
who can move around and 
unload trucks. I can’t do that 
anymore. And in order to get a 
decent, livable wage, I have to 
have all these different skills that I 
don’t have. 

“
“

Accomodation & Food 
Services, 229392

Admin, SUP, 
Waste 

Management, 
197244

Healthcare & Social 
Assistance, 365438

Manufacturing, 
183467

Retail Trade, 
219805

Other, 47%

TOP 5 INDUSTRIES IN COOK COUNTY



Racial Inequity & Employment

“A stimulus check is a nice Band-
Aid. But we need to really combat 
the systemic racism that has kept 
Black people oppressed for so 
many years. And that oppression 
manifests in land, in real estate, in 
owning your own business – and 
that’s something I would like to 
see changed.”

“
“

42% of Black and Hispanic individuals 
in Chicagoland filed for 
unemployment March 2021
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Gender Inequality & Employment

Childcare is 
astronomically expensive. 
As a registered nurse in a 
management position, 
one full paycheck a 
month was going to 
childcare. And almost all 
of the other paycheck was 
going toward housing and 
my cost of living. 

“
“
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Education

6 MONTHS
learning loss for Black and Hispanic 
students, compared to 4 months for 

white students

7 MONTHS
learning loss for low-income students, 

compared to 4 months in for more 
financially-stable students



Housing Crisis

Because I could only get $90 a 
week in assistance, I had to move 
out of my apartment. I was 
planning to move in with my dad, 
who got sick in 2019, because I’m 
his caregiver now. But if I hadn’t 
had that option, I’d be homeless. 

“
“
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Housing Burden in Low-Income Communities

Over 30% of Income Goes to Housing
Over 50% of Income Goes to Housing



• Youth activities, jobs, and safe places

• Mental health counseling and emotional 
support for all ages

• Improved systems for find information and 
resources

• Financial education, credit repair, and money 
management

What Our Community Wants to See



Our Neighbors Need Us

I know we need goals and aspirations, but if I 
get up in the morning, find out that I can move, 
and that I can do little stuff, I’m happy. And I 
guess when I get into the year more, maybe I’ll 
think about doing something, but at this point I 
am taking it day by day.

“
“
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